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Facility Advisory Process Involvement 
 

 

 
 

Involvement 

The preliminary plans for the Silver Spring International Middle School (SSIMS) Addition project were developed based on the 

educational specifications prepared by Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS). Through a series of public work sessions, several 

design options were developed and evaluated. The proposed plans presented herein were reviewed and subsequently modified in 

accordance with recommendations and suggestions received during the schematic design work sessions. 

 

Participants in Facility Design Process 
 

Ms. Karen Y. Bryant Principal Silver Spring International Middle School 

Mr. Stephen Reck Assistant Principal Silver Spring International Middle School 

Mr. Richard Solomon Resource Counselor Silver Spring International Middle School 

Mr. Joe Shashaty Parent Sligo Creek Elementary School 

Mr. Glenn Canner Parent Silver Spring International Middle School 

Mr. Scott Aronson Parent Silver Spring International Middle School 

Ms. Kathy Attar Parent Sligo Creek Elementary School 

Mr. Richard Bacon PTA President Sligo Creek Elementary School 

Mr. Paul Guinnessy Parent Silver Spring International Middle School 

Mr. Todd Cimo Parent Silver Spring International Middle School 

Ms. Heidi Armondo PTSA President Silver Spring International Middle School 

Mr. Milo Lamare-Bertrand Community Member Silver Spring International MS Community 

Mr. Steven Oriol Community Member Silver Spring International MS Community 
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Project Information 
 

 

 
 

Background/History 
Silver Spring International Middle School (SSIMS) is located in Silver Spring, Maryland. Originally Blair High School, the first building 

on site was constructed in 1934. Additional buildings were added to the site in 1936, 1940, 1949, 1951, 1953, 1959, 1969, 1974, 1976, 

and 1985. Following an extensive interior renovation and addition project in 1999, the facility reopened as Sligo Creek Elementary 

School and Silver Spring International Middle School. 
 

Location: 313 Wayne Avenue, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 
 

Cluster: Downcounty Consortium  

 

 History and Square Footage of Existing Building: 1999 Sligo Creek Elementary School 98,799 square feet 
 1999 Silver Spring International Middle School 152,731 square feet 
 2009 HVAC Modernization 0 square feet 

 Total  251,530 square feet 

 

Site Size: 

 

Current Program Capacity: 

 

 

Current School Enrollment: 

 

16.5 Acres  

 

1,107 Silver Spring International Middle School 

   664 Sligo Creek Elementary School 

1,125 Silver Spring International Middle School  

   677 Sligo Creek Elementary School  

 

 

Current Parking Spaces: 203 
  

 

SSIMS currently serves students from Grades 6–8. SSIMS shares a building with Sligo Creek Elementary School (SCES) which serves 

Grades K–5. Enrollment projections for SSIMS show an increase within its current boundaries. After the Addition is complete in fall 

2024, the projected enrollment will be approximately 1139 students. The existing abandoned auditorium will be demolished and replaced 

with a 3-story addition. The Addition will house the physical education program, which includes new gymnasiums (main, second, and 

auxiliary); locker rooms, which currently are located in a remote field house; health classroom; fitness/weight room; storage rooms; 

laundry room; common planning area; administrative offices; a new security vestibule entrance; and science laboratories.  As an Add 

Alternate, an abandoned space that fronts Wayne Avenue, within the existing school, will be renovated into a Linkages to Learning 

suite, which will include a reception area, conference room, storage closet, therapy room, and administrative offices. The project is 

scheduled to be completed by August 2024. 
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Project Information (Continued) 
 

 

 
 

Educational Program Objectives 

The program objectives of this Addition project include: solve accessibility, remoteness, and security issues of the existing physical 

education program located in the remote field house; improve security, and circulation, and repurpose abandoned space into useable 

program space for the school.
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Project Information (Continued) 
 

 

 
 

 



Silver Spring International Middle School Addition 

RRMM Architects 

 

Page 3C 

Project Information (Continued) 
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Project Information (Continued) 
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Project Information (Continued) 
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Project Information (Continued) 
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Project Information (Continued) 
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Project Information (Continued) 
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Project Information (Continued) 
 

 

 
 

 

Project Design Objectives 

 

The Addition will be designed in accordance with current educational specifications. The project will provide a cost effective, energy-

efficient, and safe facility to meet the needs of the school. 

 

The building design goals include the following: 

▪ Create a new identifiable and secure entrance 

▪ Provide a new 3-story wing for the physical education program, health classrooms, and science laboratories 

▪ Maintain a separation between the elementary school and the middle school 

▪ Incorporate sustainable design principles 

▪ Provide natural daylight into all new teaching spaces 

▪ Provide an addition that is integrated into the circulation patterns of the existing school 

▪ Create a unified architectural aesthetic with the historic components of the building 

 

The site design goals include the following: 

▪ Incorporate sustainable design principles 

▪ Meet stormwater management regulations 

▪ Provide accessible routes to the main entrance of SSIMS and the Linkages to Learning suite 

 

Interior renovations to the existing school also are part of this project. The objective of the proposed interior renovations is to create a 

space for the Linkages to Learning program in a previously abandoned portion of the school.  The Linkages to Learning suite will include 

a reception area, conference room, offices, staff toilet, and storage closet.  This area will have its own exterior entry separate from the 

middle school. 



Silver Spring International Middle School Addition 

RRMM Architects 

 

Page 3J 

Project Information (Continued) 
 

 

 
 

Space Summary 
 

The proposed Addition will increase the program capacity of Silver Spring International Middle School to approximately 1175 

students with a core capacity of 1200. The Addition will include:  
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Site Design 

 
Site Features: 

 

Silver Spring International Middle School is situated on a 16.5-acre property located at 313 Wayne Avenue in Silver Spring, Maryland.  

The property has tax account number 01039241.  The site is zoned as R-60 and is bounded to the north by residential development, to 

the south by Wayne Avenue, to the west by Dale Drive, and to the east by Sligo Creek Park.  

 

 

There are multiple vehicular connection points to/from the site to the right-of-ways. The design does not change any of these access 

points. There is a parking lot off of Wayne Avenue to the south, Dale Drive to the west, and two parking areas with separate access 

points off Schuyler Road to the north.  Pedestrian access from Schuyler Road to the main entrance of the middle school will meet the 

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) regulations.  Parking is currently provided in the existing parking areas to the north, 

west, and south of the building. The total existing parking on-site is 203 spaces —68 for SCES and 135 spaces for SSIMS.  The existing 

parking lots to the south and west have been recently developed by the Purple Line.  No additional parking is proposed as part of this 

project. 
 

Stormwater Management: 
 

Stormwater management will be met though a variety of Environmentally Sustainable Design (ESD) facilities, including micro-

bioretention, bioretention, landscaped infiltration, and permeable pavement.  Stormwater facilities will be designed to reduce runoff 

quantity and to improve water quality.
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Project Information (Continued) 
 

 

 

Building Design 
 

General Description: 

 

Silver Spring International Middle School is a 3-story facility with two interior courtyards.  The school was formerly Montgomery Blair 

High School and currently houses SSIMS and SCES.  Although both schools share the same facility, they are interiorly separated and 

each school has an individual identity. After demolition of the auditorium, spaces for the physical education program and science 

classrooms will be constructed as part of the SSIMS Addition project.  The design will include a secure and identifiable main entrance 

for SSIMS.   

 

The proposed Addition will be connected to the existing school on the first and second levels only; the new third floor will be accessible 

only by middle school students via new stairs and an elevator 

 

Classroom Technology: 

 

The classrooms will be designed to support interactive educational technology that includes controlled, wireless computer access and 

interactive systems.  The wireless technology throughout the building allows for mobility of computer systems and increased flexibility 

in classroom utilization.  Individual classrooms are designed to provide a student seating arrangement that can be organized into small 

groups for project-oriented teaching, or students can face the teacher in a more traditional method. 

 

Code Compliance/ Accessibility: 

 

All areas of the building will be designed to meet state and local building codes, including fire, life-safety, and health standards.  The 

proposed building will be in full compliance with the 2010 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 
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Project Information (Continued) 
 

 

 

Building Design (Continued) 
 

Energy and Sustainability: 
 

The proposed project will be designed and constructed with an emphasis on environmental sustainability and will comply with the 

International Green Construction Code (IGCC) and the 2018 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC). The architecture and 

engineering systems will align with MCPS facility management sustainability principles to ensure long-term operational effectiveness. 

Key features related to the sustainability include the following: 

 
• Manage stormwater to reduce surface runoff quantity and improve quality 
• Use highly reflective roof surfaces to reduce heat gain in the building 
• Install green roof to mitigate stormwater site requirements 
• Install water conserving and low-flow plumbing fixtures in the Addition 

• Optimize the energy performance of the building by providing a highly energy efficient building envelope, lighting system, 

and HVAC system 

• Optimize equipment selection, installation, and operation of new HVAC equipment through commissioning of the energy 

systems 

• Adhere to construction indoor air quality management plans and use low-emitting building materials to safeguard occupant 

health 

• Provide a high level of occupant control over individual lighting and thermal comfort to promote an enhanced indoor 

environment in the new building 
• Use recycled construction materials that are regionally manufactured for the Addition 
• Maximize daylight in classrooms 

• Minimize background noise level from HVAC systems in classrooms and control reverberation time with sufficient sound 

absorption materials
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Project Information (Continued) 
 

 

 
 

Building Design (Continued) 
 

Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning System: 

The first floor gymnasiums (both main and second) and stage areas, third floor auxiliary gymnasium, and the third floor fitness/weight 

room will be provided with space conditioning and ventilation by a series of packaged rooftop single-zone air-source heat pump units 

with auxiliary natural gas heating.  The third floor locker room areas will be provided with space conditioning and ventilation by a single 

packaged rooftop dedicated outdoor air air-source heat pump unit with auxiliary natural gas heating.  The third floor science and health 

classrooms will be provided with space conditioning by a variable-refrigerant-flow system and ventilation by a single packaged rooftop 

dedicated outdoor air air-source heat pump unit with auxiliary natural gas heating.  The proposed Linkages to Learning renovation will 

be provided with space conditioning by a variable-refrigerant-flow system and ventilation by a single packaged rooftop dedicated 

outdoor air air-source heat pump unit with auxiliary natural gas heating. 

Plumbing System 

Building plumbing will include domestic water, sanitary waste and vent, stormwater, and gas piping systems.  Domestic water heaters 

will be gas storage types with hot recirculation pumps.  Electric heat pump water heaters will be evaluated for energy performance.  

Radon vent system will be provided for new construction at one system per 5,000 square feet (SF).  

 

Fire Protection System 

The school’s existing fire protection system will be extended to support the proposed Addition.  New zone valve assemblies will be 

provided at each floor level of the Addition. The building Addition will be fully sprinklered, provided with standpipes, and comply with 

National Fire Protection Association 13 and 14 requirements.   

Energy Management System 

Building automation system controls for the proposed Addition will be an extension of the existing HI Solutions direct digital control 

(DDC) system.  All new control components will be networked to the central MCPS energy management control system for 

occupied/unoccupied settings and other energy management routines.   
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Project Information (Continued) 
 

 

 

Electrical 

Power Distribution 

The existing 3,000-amp, 120/208-volt, 3-phase electrical service at the southwest corner of the building will be utilized to serve the 

renovated spaces.  A new circuit breaker will be installed in existing available spaces of the existing, to remain, switchboard, 

manufactured by Federal Pacific, to serve new distribution equipment in the renovated area.  An alternate will be included to replace the 

existing switchboard with a new switchboard configured to address Maryland Energy Management Agency (MEMA) shelter-in-place 

requirements.  New panelboards located in a new electrical room will be provided to serve lighting, power, and mechanical systems 

loads.  Dedicated panels will be provided in the main gymnasium and science prep room to serve local power loads.  A branch circuit 

panel will be provided in the proposed Linkages to Learning renovation to serve lighting, receptacle, and mechanical loads. 

Lighting and Lighting Controls: 

Energy-efficient light emitting-diode (LED) lighting will be provided throughout.  MCPS standard classroom lighting will be provided, 

which will have lighting relay room controllers, lighting control stations (switches), and ceiling sensors to control lighting fixtures and 

provide multiple levels of lighting.  Emergency lighting will be automatically switched ON during a power outage. 

Intercommunication and Sound Systems: 

Intercommunications/public address system devices include speakers and call switches.  Stand-alone sound reinforcement systems will 

be provided in the gymnasium, multipurpose room, and music rooms per MCPS standards. 

Communications and Security Systems: 

School Will have communications (data and voice) systems including wireless access points throughout for Wi-Fi.  Provisions for 

audio/visual systems for instructional technology will be provided.  Security systems will include door access control (card readers), 

intrusion detection (keypads and motion detectors), and video surveillance (cameras).  Distributed antenna system will be provided for 

public safety radio for first responders.
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Vicinity Map 
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Existing Site Plan 
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Proposed Site Plan 
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Proposed Elevations 
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Rendering 
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Project Team, Schedule, and Estimated Construction Costs 
 

 

Design Team 
 

Architect: RRMM Architects, P.C. 

Civil Engineer: Adtek  Engineers, Inc. 

Structural Engineer: Holbert Apple Associates, Inc. 

Mechanical/Electrical/Plumbing Engineer: James Posey Associates, Inc. 

 
 

Project Schedule 
 

Preliminary Plans Presentation: October 2021 

Construction Documents Completed: June 2022 

Award Construction Contract: March 2023 

Project Completed: August 2024 

 

Facility Data 
 

Existing Building: Existing:   251,530 square feet  

 Demolition:    33,400 square feet 

 

New Construction SSIMS Addition:   36,335 square feet 

 SSIMS Renovation:   10,350 square feet 
 

 

Program Capacity:               1175 

Parking Spaces:          203 

 

Estimated Construction Costs 
 

Construction Budget for 

Building and Site: $15,847,000 
 




