PRINCIPAL’S NEWSLETTER * JANUARY 12, 2025

+ https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/bakerms/

+ FAX: 301-253-7020

JOHN T. BAKER MIDDLE SCHOOL ¢ SAMUEL G. LEVINE, PRINCIPAL * 25400 Oak Drive, Damascus, MD 20872 « 240-207-2440

Mr. Levine’s Message

Greetings Bulldog Families,

| hope this message finds you well.

We welcome back students and staff after the unexpected three
day school closure. We hope everyone had a chance to enjoy
the snow and managed to stay warm and safe.

Please let me know if you have any questions or if | can be of
assistance in any way.

Thank you for your support and partnership.

Best,
Sam Levine

Martin Luther King Jr. Service Week

To honor Martin Luther King Jr. service week, SGA, with the help
of Baker MS is collecting the following items to create comfort
cases (backpacks) for foster care students in MCPS until April 23.
Drop off in the media center.

e Duffel Bag or Backpack

e  Pajamas, Child Size 10 to Adult 3XL

e Blanket (no larger than 50”x 60”)

e Adult Toothbrush (1 — 3 pack)

e Toothpaste (travel size)

e Shampoo & Conditioner (travel size)

e Lotion (travel size)

e Soap or Body Wash (travel size)

e Deodorant

e Stuffed Animal (12” or smaller)

e Journal

e Pens & Pencils

e Book
Baker students can help pack the comfort cases after school on
April 24, 2025, for 2 SSL hours.

Adopted 2025-2026 School Year Calendar
2025-2026 Traditional School Year Calendar

Highlights from the 2025-2026 Traditional School Year Calendar:

e 181 instructional days and six built-in contingency days within
the school year

e Student Transition Day: Monday, August 25, 2025 (non-
instructional full day) This is a non-instructional full day
designed to support students transitioning to new school
levels or schools. It is designed for students in Grades K, 6, 9,
Grade 3 students in Grades 3-5 elementary schools, and
students new to a school or MCPS.

o First Day of School for All Students: Tuesday, August 26, 2025

e Winter Break: December 24, 2025 — January 4, 2026

e Spring Break: March 28, 2026 — April 6, 2026

e Last Day of School for Students: June 17, 2026

o Districtwide Professional Development Days on October 17,
2025, and March 20, 2026

e Grading and Planning Days following the end of each marking
period on November 3, 2025, January 26, 2026, April 15, 2026,
and June 18, 2026.

feokg
, Looking Ahead

Monday, January 13

MAP-M

Cluster MS/HS Choral Concert, 7:00 p.m.
DHS Auditorium

Tuesday, January 13 — Activity Buses
Workout Club, Mr. Fisher, Weight Room
PTA 8th Gr. Committee Mtg, 6:00-7:00 p.m.
PTA Gen Membership Mtg, 7:00-8:00 p.m.
PTA meetings available on Zoom:
https://mcpsmd.zoom.us/
/856015691137
pwd=Fd4X4T4gMIUcFN997gJFXr1QQZG4
MT.1
Meeting ID: 856 0156 9113  Passcode:
908892
Phone: +1 301 715 8592 US
One tap mobile:
+13017158592,,85601569113#,,,,¥908892
# US

Wednesday, January 15 — Activity Buses
Fidos for Freedom during lunches

Special Education Resource Fair (see p. 2)
EML Guitar Club, Mr. Maddox, Room 134
NJHS, Mr. Conner, Room 209

Thursday, January 16 — Activity Buses
Homework Club, Ms. Laraia, Room 227
Jazz Band, Ms. Fell, Room 107

Kraft Club, Ms. Ross, Room 101
Workout Club, Mr. Fisher, Weight Room
DHS Rising 9th Gr. Family Night (see p. 6)

January 18-26 — MLK Week of Service

Monday, January 20 — MLK Jr. Day
schools and offices closed

MLK Jr. Day of Service

Inauguration Day

Tuesday, January 21 — Activity Buses
Basketball vs. Neelsville, Boys Home
Girls Away

Wednesday, January 22
PTA Chipotle Fundraiser (see page 5)

Thursday, January 23 — Activity Buses
Baker Articulation Night, 6:30-8:00 p.m.


https://mcpsmd.zoom.us/j/85601569113?pwd=Fd4X4T4qMIUcFN997gJFXr1QQZG4MT.1
https://mcpsmd.zoom.us/j/85601569113?pwd=Fd4X4T4qMIUcFN997gJFXr1QQZG4MT.1
https://mcpsmd.zoom.us/j/85601569113?pwd=Fd4X4T4qMIUcFN997gJFXr1QQZG4MT.1
https://mcpsmd.zoom.us/j/85601569113?pwd=Fd4X4T4qMIUcFN997gJFXr1QQZG4MT.1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xfktJpFc9Y3CtTHvyd8IP-BhK6iv4bSZ/view

Special Education Resource Fair

Set for 5:30-7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, January 15, in the Carver
Educational Services Center auditorium , 850 Hungerford Drive
in Rockville. This event is open to all parents who have children
with Individualized Education Programs (IEPs). MCPS families
can learn more from community organizations about after-
school activities, summer programs and tutoring.

From the SGA

Friendship Dance
Parents/Guardians, & Students — the annual Friendship Dance
takes place on Friday, February 7, from 3:00 p.m.=5:00 p.m.

Please make sure to purchase your $7 ticket and fill out the
online permission slip on this schoolcash link before 12:59 p.m.
on February 6, 2025.

Any help to make this event a success is appreciated by purchas-
ing any of the decorations on this Amazon wishlist and dropping
them off at the Main Office.

See you there to celebrate friendship!

Book Collection

Baker MS Community — please donate new and gently used

books for MCPS Foster Care students. Drop off in the Media
Center now through April 24 at 3:00 p.m.

C-SPAN STUDENTCAM2025

Students in 6th through 12th grades are invited to participate in
C-SPAN’s annual national video documentary StudentCam
competition, which encourages them to think critically about
issues that affect our communities.

This year, students are asked to create a five-to-six-minute video
documentary on a topic that relates to the competition theme,
“Your Message to the President.” Students may compete
individually or in groups.

Monday, January 20, 2025, Inauguration Day, is the submission
deadline. C-SPAN awards cash prizes to the top 150 student
documentaries. FAQs Getting Started

Choose Respect Competition

Choose Respect 2025: Middle and high school students are
invited to participate in the Choose Respect competition for a
chance to win up to $1,000. To enter, students must create a
60-second video with a message raising awareness about
emotional abuse, consent, or how to support a friend facing a
difficult situation. Participants can earn SSL hours, and the
winning videos will be showcased at RespectFest 2025. The
deadline to submit videos is Sunday, February 16, 2025.

To learn more, visit the website.

Winter Weather Is Coming: Are You Ready?

Winter is coming, and MCPS has your back with information on
how to Stay Connected to get the latest information on weather
delays and closures.

Keep your contact information up-to-date: Visit the ParentVUE
link on the MCPS Community Tech Support website

Know the Color-Coded Statuses:

e Green: Normal Operations

o Yellow: Delayed Opening

e  Blue: Early Dismissal

e Red: Closed

e Orange: Modified Virtual Instruction

Learn more about Color Codes

Why it Matters: Decisions are made with expert input and local
assessments to keep everyone safe.

How to Know: Check the MCPS website and social media for
real-time updates.

Don’t Miss the Superintendent’s Video

Watch the video: https://youtu.be/ugfu7niDpuk

Inclement Weather and Emergency Closures
The safety of our MCPS community is critical, and being able to
communicate with students, staff, and families during severe
weather or other emergencies is of the utmost importance. Use
this link to find the ways you can connect with MCPS to receive
emergency operational information from the school system. The
current operating status options for the school district appear
on the MCPS website and on individual school websites. In the
event of a change in operational status, this link will provide
more information about the MCPS Operating Status options.
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STAY CONNECTED

¢ VISIT the MCPS homepage.

e CALL 240-740-3000. Staff take calls from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Mondays thru Fridays, in English and Spanish (240-740-2845)

e READ news and information sent via email and text message
and on the MCPS News page.

e FOLLOW the MCPS social media pages on Twitter, Facebook
and Instagram in English and Spanish.

¢ http://twitter.com/mcps
https://www.facebook.com/mcpsmd
https://www.instagram.com/mcps_md

e https://www.facebook.com/mcpsespanol
https://twitter.com/MCPSEspanol
https://www.instagram.com/mcpsenespanol/

¢ SIGN UP for emails and text alerts and make sure your
ParentVue information is up to date.

¢ WATCH the MCPS cable channels Comcast 34 (1071 HD),
Verizon 36 or RCN 89



https://www.studentcam.org/faq.htm
https://www.studentcam.org/getting_started.htm
https://mcpsmd.schoolcashonline.com/
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/ILTWIZQN1G6W?ref_=wl_share
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/emergency/sources/
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/emergency/closings/
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/siteassets/district/departments/facilities/safety/2023-0221-dssem-earthquake-safety.pdf
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/news
https://x.com/mcps
https://www.facebook.com/mcpsmd
https://www.instagram.com/accounts/login/?next=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fmcps_md%2F&is_from_rle
https://www.facebook.com/mcpsespanol
https://x.com/MCPSEspanol
https://www.instagram.com/accounts/login/?next=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fmcpsenespanol%2F&is_from_rle
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/emergency/alertmcps
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/parents/tech-info-support
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/parents/tech-info-support
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/emergency/closings/
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/emergency/closings/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ds6vcpBdzX8
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/fjc/chooserespect/video.html

PTA Dates & Contacts

UPCOMING PTA MEETING DATES:

Tuesday, January 14
6 pm-— 8" Grade Committee
7 pm — PTA Meeting

Wednesday, February 12
6 pm — 8" Grade Committee
7 pm — PTA Meeting

Tuesday, March 11
6 pm-— 8" Grade Committee
7 pm — PTA Meeting

PTA EXECUTIVE BOARD:
Amy Bartosch, President — BakerP-

TA@yahoo.com

Kalihah Barber, Vice President —
BakerPTAVP@yahoo.com

Shannon West, Treasurer — BakerPTA-
Treasurer@yahoo.com

Stacy Smith, Secretary — BakerP-
TASecr@yahoo.com

Jaime Kemp, 8" Grade Committee —
BakerPTA8thGrade@yahoo.com

Visit our webpage!

Hello from the PTA!

We hope everyone enjoyed their winter break and last
week’s snow days! Our January PTA meeting is coming
up on Tuesday and a Chipotle Spirit Night on the 22"

Reminder: The Baker SGA is hosting their annual
Friendship Dance on 2/07 and is looking for donations to
make the dance a success. Please check out their wishlist
& drop any donations in the main office! (Wishlist is
linked on the PTA Facebook page.)

Want to become a member?
Scan the QR code to link to our online
membership form!

Upcoming Events & Volunteer Opportunities!

Tuesday, January 14"

PTA Meetings

& 8th Grade Committee meeting at 6 pm

€ General Committee meeting at 7 pm

¢ Zoom Link
https://mcpsmd.zoom.us/j/856015691137
pwd=Fd4X4T4gMIUcFN997gJFXr1QQZG4MT.1
Meeting ID: 856 0156 9113 Passcode: 908892
Phone: +1 301 715 8592 US
One tap mobile:
+13017158592,,856015691134#,,,,908892# US

Wednesday, January 22nd

Spirit Night at Chipotle

¢ From4pmto8pm

€ Show the flyer in the restaurant (see attached)
& Ordering online or the app? Use code ABJQP8X

Want more information? Scan
the QR Code!

[m] it


https://mcpsmd.zoom.us/j/85601569113?pwd%3DFd4X4T4qMIUcFN997gJFXr1QQZG4MT.1
https://mcpsmd.zoom.us/j/85601569113?pwd=Fd4X4T4qMIUcFN997gJFXr1QQZG4MT.1
https://mcpsmd.zoom.us/j/85601569113?pwd=Fd4X4T4qMIUcFN997gJFXr1QQZG4MT.1
mailto:BakerPTA@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTA@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTAVP@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTATreasurer@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTATreasurer@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTASecr@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTASecr@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTA8thGrade@yahoo.com

Fechas y Contactors de la PTA:

PROXIMAS FECHAS DE REUNIONES
DE LA PTA:

Martes 14 de enero
6 pm — comité de octavo grado
7 pm —reunion de la PTA

Miércoles 12 de febrero
6 pm — comité de octavo grado
7 pm —reunion de la PTA

Martes 11 de marzo
6 pm — comité de octavo grado
7 pm —reunién de la PTA

JUNTA EJECUTIVA DE LA PTA:
Amy Bartosch, Presidenta —
BakerPTA@yahoo.com

Kalihah Barber, Vicepresidenta —
BakerPTAVP@yahoo.com

Shannon West, Tesorera —
BakerPTATreasurer@yahoo.com

Stacy Smith, Secretaria —
BakerPTASecr@yahoo.com

Jaime Kemp, comité de 8 grado -
BakerPTA8thGrade@yahoo.com

Visita nuestra pagina web!

Hola de la PTA!

iEsperamos que todos hayan disfrutado de sus vacaciones de invierno y
de los dias de nieve de la semana pasada! iNuestra reunién de PTA de
enero se llevard a cabo el martes y habra una noche de espiritu
Chipotle el 22!

Baker SGA organizara su Baile de la Amistad anual el 2/07 y esta
buscando donaciones para que el baile sea un éxito. jConsulte su lista
de deseos y deje cualquier donacion en la oficina principal! (La lista de
deseos estd vinculada en la pagina de Facebook de la PTA).

= E é¢Quieres ser miembro?
u . JORT, .

iEscanee el cddigo QR para vincularlo a su
~ formulario de membresia en linea!

iProximos eventos!

Martes 14 de enero
Reuniones de la PTA
€ Reunion del Comité de 8vo Grado a las 6 pm
€ Reunion del Comité General alas 7 pm
¢ Zoom Link
https://mcpsmd.zoom.us/j/856015691137
pwd=Fd4X4T4gMIUcFN997gJFXr1QQZG4MT.1
Meeting ID: 856 0156 9113 Passcode: 908892
Phone: +1 301 715 8592 US
One tap mobile: +13017158592,,856015691134,,,,908892# US

Miércoles 22 de enero

Noche de espiritu en Chipotle

¢ Dedpma8pm

€ Mostrar el flyer en el restaurante (ver adjunto)

€ ¢(Quieres hacer tu pedido online o a través de la aplicacidon? Usa el
cédigo ABJQP8X

¢Quieres mas informacion? jEscanea el cédigo
QR!



https://mcpsmd.zoom.us/j/85601569113?pwd%3DFd4X4T4qMIUcFN997gJFXr1QQZG4MT.1
https://mcpsmd.zoom.us/j/85601569113?pwd=Fd4X4T4qMIUcFN997gJFXr1QQZG4MT.1
https://mcpsmd.zoom.us/j/85601569113?pwd=Fd4X4T4qMIUcFN997gJFXr1QQZG4MT.1
mailto:BakerPTA@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTAVP@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTATreasurer@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTASecr@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTA8thGrade@yahoo.com

UDIIEUOPR 2N DIPND 11 281 RIRd SEJUSA & D 1819 0p 051§ & P ousuny un 2N baa
25 DU |8 ied ueuen > cu oeEe . o 3RlIey BN LoD TepeI|Ees s A BDaIIUe Bp S ISt LoD
TOUS PIC TET CLUSIU [B P SRIOU S8 SJURIND SS1EX|mel A OJUSAS [0P 1T EN| CLUZLL 18 P 183 UBIBqep
LOPUOJ & P UDIJERIEI0] 8 P OJUIAS 9 RIRd FUSN D Us U US| &5 WU Us Zeus puo o) anb maey

3710dIHO L)

AINVHAVYLS3Y 73 N3 3LNVIOA 31LS3 VHLS3INW O
X8dOrgy 091000 73 OANYSN H39023d VHYd YINIT N3 YNIQHO

ZL807 'AKW 'SNOSYWYQA 'POL 3LS LS NIV S186
Wd8-¥ | 522 O¥3N3 'S3TODHIIW

VSNVYI V1V SYAOVYNOQ NVH3S OLN3A3 130 SYLINIA SV 30 %S

V1ld TOOHOS 31AAINW d3aMvd

VidVvd SOONOd 3d NOIDVANVIO3Y

UORRUOP AUR 348381 Of poain Bl 53185 UaAs WnuuLL 0518 Ayqenb jou
opspied 310 pue zepio AmAra ] 185RIPUNJ &3 10 TINaY 8y | BULN P PUE JO utiE 20| JUEINE}sad
Y woy Anodn ad joy peceyd aq Eru AS] JRSIRIPUN 4] T RIEM O] JUNOD OF SIP PIO SUNUO 104

(3710dIHO] %

ANVHNVYLIS3IY NI H3A4 SIHL MOHS 30
X8dOMBY 3A0D ONISN dNXIid HO 4 INITNO ¥3QHO

Z/807 'AW 'SNOSYWVA ‘POL 3LS LS NIV SI86
Wd8-¥ | ONZZ AYVNNVYT ‘AVASINAIM

3SNVO 3H1 OL Q31LVYNOQ 139 S3TVS LN3AT 40 %62Z

V1ld TOOHDOS 371AdIW d3xvd

404 ¥3SIVIANNG 37LOdIHD




FOR INCOMING DHS 9TH GRADE
STUDENTS AND FAMILIES

16 JANUARY |7:00 PM - 8:30 PM
DAMASCUS HIGH SCHOOL

HIGHLIGHTS

~ Fair-style opportunity to speak with staff about
courses offered for SY 2025-2026

A\l Meet with your student’s future counselors and
7 administrators
3 3 ek :
% ‘ Tour the building with student ambassadors
\ W

This is an opportunity to learn more about the courses offered at
DHS, meet staff members, and get to know Damascus High School.
This event will be the first of several throughout the school year to
welcome families and students to Damascus High School.

For further details, feel free to reach out to us at Damascus High School at 240.207.2400.
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DFNS Website

MCPS MealViewer



https://schools.mealviewer.com/district/MontgomeryCountyPublicSchools
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/food-and-nutrition/
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itio web de DFNS

MCPS MealViewer



https://schools.mealviewer.com/district/MontgomeryCountyPublicSchools
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/food-and-nutrition/

