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  Looki ng Ahead 
September 15–October 15 
Hispanic–Latino Heritage Month 

October — National Principals’ Month 

Tuesday, October 1 — Activity Buses 

Wednesday, October 2 — Activity Buses 
Cross Country vs. Neelsville, Home 
Softball vs. Neelsville, Boys at Ridge Road 
   Park/Girls Home 

Thursday, October 3 
No school for students and teachers 

Friday, October 4 
PTA Leech Woods Spirit Night (see pp 5-6) 

Tuesday, October 8 — Activity Buses 
eSports Club, Mr. Conner and  
   Mr. Maddox, Room 134 
Jazz Band – Rhythm Section only, Ms. Fell,  
   Room 107 
PTA 8th Grade Committee Meeting,  
   6:00–7:00 p.m. 
PTA General Membership Meeting,  
   7:00–8:00 p.m. 

PTA meetings are on Zoom: 

Wednesay, October 9 — Activity Buses 
NJHS, Mr. Conner, Room 209 
Cross Country vs. Lakelands Park, Away 
Softball vs. Lakelands Park, Boys Home/ 
   Girls Away 

Thursday, October 10 — Activity Buses 
Homework Club, Ms. Laraia, Room 227 
Jazz Band—All, Ms. Fell, Room 107 
Talent Show, Mr. Fisher, Room 225 

Monday, October 14 
PTA Ricoton Spirit Night (see pp 7-8) 

Tuesday, October 15 — Activity Buses 

Wednesday, October 16 — Activity Buses 
Fidos for Freedom in Media Center 

Thursday, October 17 — Activity Buses 
Cross Country vs. Rocky Hill, Home 
Softball vs. Rocky Hill, Boys Away 
   Girls Home 
Homework Club, Ms. Laraia, Room 227 
Jazz Band, Ms. Fell, Room 107 
Talent Show, Mr. Fisher, Room 225 

October 21–25 
Character Counts Week 
Mental Health Awareness Week 
National School Bus Safety Week 

Mr. Levine’s Message 
Greetings Bulldog Families, 

I hope this message finds you well. 

Marking period one interim reports were submitted by staff on 
Friday, September 27. Parents, guardians, and students will be 
able to view interim grades/reports through ParentVUE and 
StudentVUE. Interim reports will be mailed home for parents/
guardians without an active ParentVUE account.  

Here are a few reminders about Attendance: 

Absence — Attendance in school is required by law. If a student 
will be absent from school or will be arriving late, a parent/
guardian is expected to call Attendance at 240-207-2441 each 
day of the absence to report the absence/tardiness. A phone 
call must be followed up by a note. 

A student returning to school after an absence must turn in a 
note to the Attendance Secretary signed by the parent/
guardian. An absence cannot be excused without a note signed 
by the parent/guardian. There will be a limit of three school 
days following the absence to submit the written note. All 
undocumented absences are classified as unexcused. The note 
must contain the following:  student’s name (first and last), 
student ID, grade, date(s) of absence, reason for absence, 
parent/guardian signature, and parent/guardian contact 
number. Providing a note does not guarantee that the absence 
will be excused. According to Maryland State Law, only the 
following absences are considered lawful/excused (tardiness is 
considered to be a short absence): 
• Court Summons 
• Death in Family 
• Illness of Student * 
• Previously Approved Activity 
• Lack of Authorized Transportation. This does not include 

students denied MCPS authorized transportation for 
disciplinary reasons. It also does not include missing the bus. 

• Religious Holiday 
• Hazardous Weather Conditions 
• State of Emergency 
• Suspension 

Absence for any other reason must be approved by the principal 
prior to the absence. A letter should be addressed to the 
principal giving the dates and the reason(s) for the proposed 
absence. This letter must be received a minimum of three days 
prior to the first day of absence. The principal is not obligated to 
approve an absence even if a note is provided. 

* In accordance with regulation JEA-RA II.A.3.d.3, “The principal 
may require a physician’s certificate from the parent or 
guardians of the student …” and a physician’s note will be 
required after a five-day absence. 

Early Dismissal — A student who needs to leave before regular 
dismissal time must bring a note, signed by the parent/guardian, 
explaining the absence, to the Attendance window by 8:30 a.m. 
(or as early in the day as possible). The student will receive a 
pass from the Attendance Office which is to be presented to the 
teacher at the beginning of the class from which the student is 
to be dismissed. It is the student’s responsibility to keep an eye 
on the time so they can be dismissed at the requested “to leave 

Continued on Page 2 

https://mcpsmd.zoom.us/j/85601569113?pwd=Fd4X4T4qMIUcFN997gJFXr1QQZG4MT.1
https://mcpsmd.zoom.us/j/85601569113?pwd=Fd4X4T4qMIUcFN997gJFXr1QQZG4MT.1
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Outreach and Admission Process Information 
Overview for Regional/Countywide High 
School Application Programs  
Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) offers a wide range 
of high school application programs for students entering 
Grades 9–12. These programs have a centralized admissions 
process, which begins with a common online application. The 
admission process opens in early October 2024. 

• For students entering Grades 9–12 in 2025–2026, the 
regional/countywide high school application programs 
admission and timelines are available at: 
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/
specialprograms/high/.  

• MCPS has streamlined the Grade 8 high school application 
process by providing one common online application for all 
programs via Synergy. Grades 9–11 will apply electronically 
through a link on the website.  

• Program eligibility for current Grade 8 students is based on 
the student’s address and middle school. List of Programs by 
Home/Base High School for Grade 8 Students.  

• For Grades 9–11 students, it is based on the home address 
only. List of Programs for Grade 9-11 Students.  

• All MCPS parents/guardians of students in Grades 8–11 will 
receive communication regarding the high school programs 
during the weeks of September 9 and 16, 2024, respectively. 

• The criteria-based application programs will continue with 
multiple academic measures and a committee review. The 
admission process will continue with student criteria such as 
the Measures of Academic Progress (MAP), report card 
grades, and student application.  

• The High School Common Application for Grade 8 students 
will be online in ParentVUE.  

• Students in private schools must have an active MCPS ID to 
access the high school common application on ParentVUE. 

Important Dates  

• October 4, 2024–Application for Regional/Countywide High 
School Application Programs (ParentVUE and Google) opens.  

• November 1, 2024–Application Deadline for all programs. 

Counseling News 
Upcounty Hub Snack Bags 
The Upcounty Hub, a school-based food assistance program, is 
offering snack bags for the weekend to address hunger and food 
insecurity to our families at Baker Middle school. With your 
permission, the weekend food bag will go home in student’s 
backpack on Friday afternoon. The program will start in October.  

Please fill out the form below if you are interested in having 
your child participate. Reach out to Mrs. Jones, part-time school 
counselor at shannon.jones@mcpsmd.net if you have questions,  

Upcounty Hub, un programa de asistencia alimentaria escolar, 
ofrece bolsas de refrigerios para el fin de semana para abordar 
el hambre y la inseguridad alimentaria de nuestras familias en la 
escuela secundaria Baker. Con su permiso, la bolsa de comida 
del fin de semana se irá a casa en la mochila del estudiante el 
viernes por la tarde. El programa comenzará en octubre. 

Complete el formulario si está interesado en que su hijo 
participe. Si tiene preguntas, puede comunicarse con la Sra. 
Jones, consejera escolar de tiempo parcial en 
shannon.jones@mcpsmd.net. ¡Gracias! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeiiBvr-
ael7jPBu6RFuSnam103udHtpzkLyLuwj2vqUhzXbQ/viewform 

Holiday Giving Project 
The Holiday Giving Project provides Thanksgiving and 
December Holiday assistance to low-income households. A 
network of social workers, school counselors, and human 
service professionals refer families in need of assistance. Local 
non-profits, faith-based organizations, and public agencies 
service recipients as donations are available. 

If your family would like to be referred for possible assistance 
for the Thanksgiving and/or December holiday season, please 
complete the referral form by clicking here  

Referral Deadline Dates: 

• Thanksgiving Holiday - Friday, October 25, 2024 

• December Holiday - Friday, November 22, 2024 

While a referral is not a guarantee of assistance, the Project 
helps as many families in need as donations allow.  

If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Jones.  

Student Leadership and SSL Opportunities 
For middle and high school students: The Association for Safe 
International Road Travel and the Montgomery County Regional 
SGA are hosting a competition centered on road safety and how 
to keep students and others safe on the roads. Participants who 
submit a PSA that meets contest requirements will earn 10 SSL 
hours and have a chance to win Amazon gift cards. Entries are 
due Sunday, October 6. Learn more. 

A full list of SSL in-person and virtual opportunities, reminders 
and updates are available on the SSL website. 

SGA Canned Food Drive 
Baker SGA is collecting non-perishable canned 
food and boxed food items until Thursday, 
November 14, 2024 to help feed our Damascus 

community. Please drop off all donations to Ms. Blankenship in 
Room 233. Pizza Party for the Advisory with the most donations! 

Continued from page 1 

at” time without being called. Providing a note or signing out 
your child does not guarantee that the early release will be 
excused. 

Late Arrival — Students arriving at school at a time which 
prevents them from being in their Period 1 class on time should 
come to the main front door for entry into the building. A 
student arriving late must sign in at the Attendance window and 
turn in a note, signed by the parent/guardian, explaining the 
absence, or the parent/guardian must sign in the student. A 
student arriving without a note or parent/guardian signature 
will be marked unexcused. Providing a note or signing in your 
child does not guarantee that the tardiness will be excused. 

Thank you for your support and partnership. Please let me know 
if you have any questions or if I can be of assistance in any way. 

Best, 
Sam Levine 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/specialprograms/high/
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/specialprograms/high/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wUKCUvW2C17RpAiDTyLktzl6-mvvfVceCduYy6Mc8kA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wUKCUvW2C17RpAiDTyLktzl6-mvvfVceCduYy6Mc8kA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1onvWPD9apFV6WX1MIjmrXewi6vt6OcJGUu6-3o-Lo1s/edit
mailto:shannon.jones@mcpsmd.net
mailto:shannon.jones@mcpsmd.net
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeiiBvr-ael7jPBu6RFuSnam103udHtpzkLyLuwj2vqUhzXbQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeiiBvr-ael7jPBu6RFuSnam103udHtpzkLyLuwj2vqUhzXbQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfALxPXm_xpc3xKH9WgfchKDfyCBUemN6dMd58Vxip27Qq_6g/viewform
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/ssl/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeoy0DCvFB0cnMVDJ9Aimt8X_DQh8AD617pfTUEWPibWACyhg/viewform
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/ssl/
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SEE SOMETHING?    HEAR SOMETHING?    SAY SOMETHING! 
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INCLEMENT WEATHER and EMERGENCY SCHOOL SYSTEM CLOSURES 

 

The safety of our Montgomery County Public School (MCPS) community is critical and being able to 

communicate with students, staff, and families during severe weather or other emergencies is of the 

utmost importance. Sometimes a change in operational status for the school system is necessary due to 

severe weather or other emergencies. The operating status options for the 2024-2025 school year 

include:  

• Code Green - Normal Operations  

• Code Yellow - Delayed Opening  

• Code Blue - Early Dismissal  

• Code Orange - Schools Closed/Offices Telework  

• Code Red - School System Closed  

 

MCPS is prepared to address weather-related concerns including snow, ice, flooding, hurricanes, 

tornadoes, excessive heat, and other emergencies that may require a change in operational status for 

schools and offices. The MCPS Inclement Weather Team tracks weather patterns and traffic conditions, as 

well as benchmarks with surrounding districts and county agencies to make recommendations to the 

Superintendent related to the district’s operating status. Once a decision has been made by the 

superintendent based on research, analysis, and recommendations from the team, that decision is 

communicated to staff, students, and families.  

 

The safety of our MCPS community is critical, and being able to communicate with students, staff, and 

families during severe weather or other emergencies is of the utmost importance. Use this link to find all 

the ways you can connect with MCPS to receive emergency operational information from the school 

system. The current operating status options for the school district appear on the MCPS website and on 

individual school websites. In the event of a change in operational status, this link will provide more 

information about the MCPS Operating Status options.  

 

Links/Additional Information  

• Alert Montgomery - register to receive text, email, or voice message emergency alerts to your cell 

phone  

• Hurricane Safety Information  

• Tornado Safety Information  

• Tornado Warning Procedures for Buses  

• Earthquake Safety Information  

• Hurricane and Summer Storm Tips - Montgomery County, MD  

• NOAA Prediction for Above-Normal 2024 Atlantic hurricane season  

https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/emergency/sources/
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/emergency/closings/
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/oemhs/alertmontgomery/
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/oemhs/alertmontgomery/
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/siteassets/district/departments/facilities/safety/2023-0221-dssem-hurricane-safety.pdf
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/siteassets/district/departments/facilities/safety/2023-0221-dssem-tornado-safety.pdf
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/siteassets/district/departments/facilities/safety/dottornadowarningproceduresfy16.pdf
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/siteassets/district/departments/facilities/safety/2023-0221-dssem-earthquake-safety.pdf
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/OPI/alerts/hurricane.html
https://www.noaa.gov/news-release/noaa-predicts-above-normal-2024-atlantic-hurricane-season

