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  Looki ng Ahead 

Monday, September 2 
Holiday – schools and offices closed 

Friday, September 6 
Baker Safety Day 
Back-to-School Dance Ticket Sales  
   window opens (see page 3) 

September 9–13 — Scholastic Book Fair 
   Evening hours on September 10 

Tuesday, September 10 — Activity Buses 
eSports, Mr. Conner/Mr. Maddox, Rm 134 
Softball Tryouts 
Baker Back-to-School Night, 5:30–8:00 p.m. 
   Community Fair 5:30–6:30 p.m. 
   Open House 6:30–8:00 p.m. 

Wed., September 13 — Activity Buses 
Softball Tryouts 

Thursday, September 12 — Activity Buses 
SGA, Room 233, Ms. Blankenship 
Softball Tryouts 

Friday, September 13 
Flag-Raising Ceremony 
Back-to-School Dance, 3:00–5:00 p.m. 
   (see pages 3–4) 

September 15–October 15 
Hispanic–Latino Heritage Month 

September 16–20 
Fall MAP-M and MAP-R Week 

Tuesday, September 17 — Activity Buses 

Wed., September 18 — Activity Buses 
Family Life Night, 6:00–8:00p.m. (see p 5) 

Thursday, September 19 — Activity Buses 
SGA, Room 233, Ms. Blankenship 
Everything Baker MS, 6:00–8:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, September 24 — Activity Buses 
eSports, Mr. Conner/Mr. Maddox, Rm 134 
Cross Country vs. Clemente, at Clemente 
Softball vs. Clemente, Boys Home/ 
   Girls Away 

Wed., September 25 — Activity Buses 
Outdoor Ed Parent Info Meeting 
   6:30–8:00 p.m., Media Center 

Thursday, September 26 — Activity Buses 
Lifetouch Fall Picture Day 
8th Grade Band Night at DHS Home Game 

Friday, September 27 
Early Release Day for students,  
   Baker dismisses at 12:30 p.m. 
6th Grade Mini Outdoor Ed 
7th Grade Team Building Day 

Mr. Levine’s Message 
Greetings Bulldog Families, 

I hope your students had a great first week of school!  

We invite you to our Back-to-School Night event on Tuesday, 
September 10, 2024 from 5:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m. Our community 
fair portion of the evening will take place from 5:30 pm-6:30 pm. 
Staff and community partners will be on site for introductions and 
to distribute information/resources. Food trucks will also be on 
site for the community fair. From 6:30 pm-8:00 pm, we invite 
you join us for our open house portion of the evening where 
you can walk around the building to visit your children’s 
classrooms and to meet their teachers. Please let me know if 
you have any questions about this event. 

We look forward to week two of school next week! 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of assistance in 
any way. 

Thank you for your support and partnership. 

Best, 
Sam Levine  

2024–2025 Grading & Reporting Procedures 
According to Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) 
Regulation IKA-RA, Grading and Reporting, the purpose of 
grading and reporting is “To align grading and reporting 
practices with the curriculum and assessment practices of MCPS 
and the Maryland State Department of Education, in order to 
accurately document and report student achievement.” 

The following expectations will be implemented for FY25: 

• The “50 Percent Rule” will be applied to all grading 
categories in all secondary schools. The “50 Percent Rule” 
states that a teacher is prohibited from “Assigning a grade 
lower than 50 percent to a task/assessment. However, if a 
student does no work on the task/assessment [after 
support and intervention], the teacher will assign a 
zero.” (IKA-RA, p. 10) 

• Teachers at the secondary level will change “Z” grades to 
zeros if the student does not turn in an assignment after 
intervention and support. (IKA-RA, p. 10) 

• The 10% category for district assessments in ELA/ELD and 
mathematics at the secondary level will be returned to 
secondary gradebooks. This category will be automatically 
added centrally to affected teacher gradebooks. 

○ New district assessments will be added for Biology and 
NSL Government and will count as 10% of the grade 
during marking periods 2 & 3. 

○ Secondary math will now have a progress check during 
all four marking periods. 

Please note that these expectations are not new and are in 
alignment with the current Regulation IKA-RA. 

SGA Needs New Officers 
Baker’s Student Government Association (SGA) needs new 
officers to lead the school in SSL hour opportunities and to 
represent the interests and ideas of our Baker MS students. In 
order to run for office, interested students must attend either 
the Thursday, September 12, OR Thursday, September 19, 
meeting from 3:00–4:25p.m. in Room 233. For any additional 
information, email angela.e.blankenship2@mcpsmd.net . 

https://ww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/policy/pdf/ikara.pdf
mailto:angela.e.blankenship2@mcpsmd.net
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John T. Baker Middle School  
Chromebook Policy & Procedures 2024-2025 
This year, all students will be issued an MCPS chromebook for 
use at school. Students will pick up their chromebooks in the 
morning, use them throughout the day, then return them at the 
end of their 8th period class to be charged. Students should use 
a chromebook case or string backpack to carry their device. 
Cases are available upon request.  

If your child needs use of a device at home for schoolwork, you 
are able to request a home-use device using the link provided 
here: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSdDNdqO31soXKLffjcEzgVQ9C2Z2koPm6ifKm7-
K77e44ZhAg/viewform  

“Each student is financially responsible for damage caused 
or loss of any Chromebook and charger that is checked out 
to the student. The device is loaned to the student to be 
used for instructional purposes only and in accordance with 
MCPS Regulation IGT-RA, User Responsibilities for 
Computer Systems, Electronic Information, and Network 
Security. No cost is associated for a student to borrow, 
possess, or use an MCPS Chromebook. A family is only 
financially responsible when there is avoidable damage to 
the device. If the device is faulty, there is no charge to the 
family; however, if the damage is considered avoidable or 
the device or charger is lost, the family will be charged 
according to MCPS current parts and replacement 
costs” (Memo 240718). 

Please remind your child to promptly report any damage or 
issues with their school-assigned device to their Period 8 
teacher or to the school media specialist. Thank you for your 
support of our instructional technology device policy. 

Family Life Meeting 
Parents of 7th and 8th grade students are invited to attend the 
Family Life Meeting at Baker on Wednesday, September 18, at 
6:00 p.m. in the Media Center. At this meeting parents will have 
the opportunity to preview materials that are used in the 7th 
and 8th grade family life units in health classes. Students were 
given a letter with objectives and information about the meeting 
on the first day of school through their PE/Health classes. If you 
did not receive this letter, please click on the following links: 
7th grade letter in English 7th grade letter in Spanish 

8th grade letter in English 8th grade letter in Spanish 

If you have any questions, please contact:  
Mrs. Paredes at  Patricia_T_Paredes@mcpsmd.org or  
Ms. Chandler at  Ashley_E_Chandler@mcpsmd.org. 

Outdoor Ed Informational Meeting 
There will be an Outdoor Education parent informational 
meeting in the Media Center from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, September 25. During this meeting, we will 
describe the Outdoor Ed experience, explain how parents/
guardians can become chaperones, and answer any questions 
regarding the experience. If you have any questions regarding 
the meeting, please contact Mr. Haren or Mrs. Woodward. We 
are looking forward to seeing you at the meeting. 

Middle School Fall Interscholastic Athletics 
Registration for fall sports is open. The middle school 
interscholastic athletics program is available for students in 
seventh and eighth grade only. 

If your son or daughter is interested in Boys’ Softball, Girls’ 
Softball, or Co-Ed Cross County, please take a look at the Baker 
website under Afterschool sports for directions on how to sign 
them up for the upcoming season. The season starts on 
September 10. 

All students who want to participate in sports, as part of the 
MCPS interscholastic athletics program, must have their Parent/
Guardian complete the online registration process by going to 
ParentVue Portal in order to participate. All forms must be up to 
date in order to be able toparticipate. There are no exceptions. 

Parents/Guardians who have difficulty with registration (forgot 
Login or Password), please contact:  Bonnie Nichols at 
Bonnie_J_Nichols@mcpsmd.org 

Any other difficulties please contact Scott.Frye@mcpsmd.net 

Some helpful tips when you are trying to register your 
student/athlete 

When you are in ParentVue Portal you will need to click on 
“Online registration” in the upper right hand corner. Then from 
the 4 drop downs choose “Middle school registration”. From 
there, please follow along and fill out all of the information. 
During your registration it will ask you to upload a copy of their 
physical. After you are finished please HIT SUBMIT. 

Here is the biggest item for online registration. 
You must also have a physical in order to participate. Your 
physical proof must be filled out on the MCPS SR-8 Physical 
Form only. No other forms will be accepted. Proof of your 
physical MUST be submitted through your ParentVue Portal. 

You cannot tryout for a team until the registration and your 
physical are up to date and the physical is filled out on the SR-8 
physical form only. 

There are tryouts for all interscholastic sports teams (which 
means there will be cuts). 

2024-2025 Fall Softball Season 
Season runs from:  September 10–October 31 
Boys’ Coach:  Brett Tobiassen Brett_E_Tobiassen@mcpsmd.org 
Girls’ Coach:  Rachel Benden Rachel_C_Benden@mcpsmd.org 

2024-2025 Fall Cross Country Season 
Season runs from:  September 10–October 31 
Coach:  Jason Bozicevich Jason_Bozicevich@mcpsmd.org 

Baker MS Back-to-School Night 
Tuesday, September 10, 2024 

5:30–6:30 Community Fair 
6:30–8:00 Open House 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdDNdqO31soXKLffjcEzgVQ9C2Z2koPm6ifKm7-K77e44ZhAg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdDNdqO31soXKLffjcEzgVQ9C2Z2koPm6ifKm7-K77e44ZhAg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdDNdqO31soXKLffjcEzgVQ9C2Z2koPm6ifKm7-K77e44ZhAg/viewform
https://ww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/policy/detail.aspx?recID=213&policyID=IGT-RA&sectionID=9
https://ww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/policy/detail.aspx?recID=213&policyID=IGT-RA&sectionID=9
https://ww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/policy/detail.aspx?recID=213&policyID=IGT-RA&sectionID=9
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/127Cz_f74XAz6qJSnsm87oNtXixRdz-gOp5iAWyPPxyU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/127Cz_f74XAz6qJSnsm87oNtXixRdz-gOp5iAWyPPxyU/edit?usp=sharing
file:///D:/Family Life/7th Grade Family Life Letter - English.pdf
file:///D:/Family Life/7th Grade Family Life Letter - Spanish.pdf
file:///D:/Family Life/8th Grade Family Life Letter - English.pdf
file:///D:/Family Life/8th Grade Family Life Letter - Spanish.pdf
mailto:Patricia_T_Paredes@mcpsmd.org
mailto:Ashley_E_Chandler@mcpsmd.org
mailto:Joseph_A_Haren1@mcpsmd.org
mailto:shannon_m_woodward@mcpsmd.org
https://md-mcps-psv.edupoint.com/PXP2_Login.aspx
mailto:Bonnie_J_Nichols@mcpsmd.org
mailto:Scott.Frye@mcpsmd.net
https://md-mcps-psv.edupoint.com/PXP2_Login.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1t2FFniLc_Jrik5RvnKKas3COuPYlVOU1/view?usp=sharing
https://md-mcps-psv.edupoint.com/PXP2_Login.aspx
mailto:Brett_E_Tobiassen@mcpsmd.org
mailto:Rachel_C_Benden@mcpsmd.org
mailto:Jason_Bozicevich@mcpsmd.org
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Directory Withholding Requests may be completed online in ParentVue 
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Las solicitudes de retención de directorio se pueden completar en línea en ParentVue 
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BakerPTA@yahoo.com 

BakerPTAVP@yahoo.com 

BakerPTATreasurer@yahoo.com 

BakerPTASec@yahoo.com 

mailto:BakerPTA@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTAVP@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTATreasurer@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTASec@yahoo.com

